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going to carry out something else, or do you
just not know yet?

The President. I think Americans can be
secure that our country has able law enforce-
ment officials, that we work together well,
that we have prevented terrorist activities
from occurring, that, obviously, every civ-
ilized society is at risk of this sort of thing.
I cannot, I must not comment on any of the
specific people involved in this investigation
at this time.

Wolf [Wolf Blitzer, CNN].
Q. Mr. President, is there anything that

has come across your desk so far to suggest
that this bombing in Oklahoma City could
have been prevented, as other terrorist inci-
dents that you were referring to were pre-
vented? Was there a failure somewhere down
the chain of command someplace that—a tip,
a clue, a source, could have provided infor-
mation leading to this explosion?

The President. I have no evidence to that
effect at this time.

Gene [Gene Gibbons, Reuters].
Q. Mr. President, there has been a loud,

constant drumbeat in this country in recent
years: The Government is the enemy; the
Government is bad. Given the way this case
seems to be pointing, do you think that in
any way contributed to what happened in
Oklahoma City on Wednesday?

The President. I think it’s important that
we not speculate about the motives or the
atmosphere or anything else until this inves-
tigation is complete. It can only—anything
I say could only undermine the successful
conclusion of this.

Q. Mr. President, you have been cautious
about warning us and all Americans not to
draw any conclusions over the past several
days. Can you rule out a foreign tie to a do-
mestic group, and can you in any way blame
this incident on any kind of climate presently
in this country?

The President. I cannot rule in or rule
out anything. It would be inappropriate. The
investigation has not been completed. And
again, that’s a variation of the question that
was just asked. I cannot and I should not
characterize this in terms of the climate or
anything else at this time.

Let us do this investigation. Let the people
get the work done. Let us follow every lead,

pursue every alley. Let’s wrap this up so we
can see it whole, and then there will be time
for this kind of analysis. I understand why
you want to do it. It’s perfectly understand-
able and appropriate, but it’s not ripe yet.
We have to solve the heinous crime first.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement Announcing the Award of
the Presidential Medal of Freedom
to Gaylord Nelson
April 21, 1995

I am pleased to announce my intention to
award the Presidential Medal of Freedom to
former Senator Gaylord Nelson, who as State
Legislator, Governor, and Senator cham-
pioned the protection of our natural re-
sources. As we commemorate the 25th anni-
versary of Earth Day, his creation, it is fitting
that we honor this great American’s lifetime
of public service.

In establishing Earth Day, Gaylord Nelson
helped us to recognize that our fragile envi-
ronment was increasingly at peril and that
each of us could make a difference. His work
has inspired all Americans to take respon-
sibility for the planet’s well-being and for our
children’s future.

I look forward to presenting the Medal to
Senator Nelson.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 21, 1995.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this statement.

Statement on Senator David Pryor’s
Decision Not To Seek Reelection
April 21, 1995

Throughout his career, David Pryor has
been a champion of America’s finest values.
He is a fierce advocate for our children and
the elderly and a ready voice for the cause
of reason. From the State legislature and the
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